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Florida deacon sexually assaulted young
girl by luring her into his tree house: police

CRIMEVIDEO

Thomas Warren Halsey, 65, of Leesburg is charged with two counts of sexual battery.
Police said he inappropriately touched the girl and exposed himself inside the tree house
in his backyard.
BY JOEL LANDAU

/ NEW YORK DAILY NEWS / Sunday, March 30, 2014, 11:55 AM
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A Florida minister used a tree
house at his home to sexually
abuse a young girl, police said.
Deacon Thomas W. Halsey was arrested on two counts of
sexual battery after he allegedly exposed himself an
inappropriately touched a young girl.

LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Deacon Thomas Warren Halsey,
65, was arrested for allegedly
sexually battering a girl under
the age of 10 on his Leesburg
property, reports the Orlando
Sentinel.
The deacon turned himself in to
police on Friday. He is being
held at Lake County jail on no
bail and is charged with two

counts of sexual battery on a child under the age of 12, according to the jail.
The victim told police the deacon told her to touch him inappropriately in the
tree house and also in his bed. He also exposed himself to the girl in the tree
house, the newspaper reports.

It's kind of reminiscent
of the plain white van
with the puppy inside.

She told police the incident was "creepy" and declined to
discuss it in more detail, the newspaper reported.
The suspect told police the girl touched him
inappropriately and said she would run away if he did not

take his clothes off. He claimed to inform the girl's mother what happened, but
she denied that he did.
Investigators told TV station WKMG that Halsey used the tree house as a "lure"
for his victim, whom he assaulted for about two years.
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Halsey is now being removed as a deacon with the First Baptist Church of
Leesburg, the newspaper reported.
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so the wife didnt think anything of the tree house?
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The old "Come up and see what's in my treehouse" trick, huh ? I think Secret Agent #86 Maxwell Smart
fell for that one too.
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