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Ex-minister Guilty In Child Sex Assault

October 24, 1997 | By Robin Anne Roe. Special to the Tribune.

A Kane County jury has found a former associate minister of the Second Baptist Church of Elgin guilty of

aggravated criminal sexual assault involving two girls.

The jury deliberated seven hours before convicting Juan Wyley, 39, of 801 Garden Circle, Streamwood, of

sexually molesting the girls, ages 4 and 9, in their Elgin home in 1995 in an encounter in which the girls'

mother allegedly participated.

Public defender Beth Peccarelli had maintained that Wyley, originally from Ohio, had lived with the

woman for five days and was not living in the home when the incident occurred.

Wyley testified that he had accepted the woman's generosity to accommodate him while he pursued a

reconciliation with his ex-wife.

Wyley testified the girls' mother was "crazy," causing him to leave the duplex in the 500 block of Lincoln

Avenue after five days.

Child-protection investigators at the Child Advocacy Center in Geneva were alerted to the incident by the

mother's psychiatrist, who is required to report incidents of alleged sexual assault. Investigators testified

they made contact with the girls. Wyley was arrested the next day.

Authorities learned the incident involved the girls' mother after a second telephone call to the advocacy

hot line from a source not identified at trial, and from interviews with the girls.

The mother has not been charged, prosecutors said.
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The girls have been living in a foster home. They have testified against rejoining their mother.

Peccarelli said the sexual-assault incident was fabricated by the girls' mother.

"No one should be put in the position Mr. Wyley has been put in. . . . He moved here hoping to reconcile

with his wife. Now he has to put his faith in complete strangers. . . . He wishes now he never moved to

Illinois," she said.

But Assistant State's Atty. Betsy Flood offered jurors in the courtroom of Judge Philip DiMarzio another

perspective.

"No one should be put in the position of the defendant?" she said. "I submit to you (that) anyone who

committed this crime should be put in this position."

Flood told jurors the girls had no motive to lie.

The girls "have been through a lot, starting with being sexually abused by the defendant and betrayed by

their mother," she said. "The defendant wishes he never came to Illinois. . . . (The girls) share that

thought. They wish he never came here, too."

Wyley's sentencing hearing has been set for Dec. 3. He faces 12 to 60 years in prison.
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